Love of animals, Arizona guides painter’s work

Paintings by Ann Coe
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By Kiana Dicker
Tribune correspondent

As the sun shoots its fiery farewells over
umSup&shhouMnmtalm,awomanandher
dog walk the desert foothills.

Amber light bounces off the rocks and illu-
minates her crown of Celtie curls,

‘I'm a

Anne Coe's acrylic on canvas Space Age Diner.
here,” she says. “I've gone on an exploration
different

Baja and bears breaking
But the Southwest theme is also present.
“I'm & daughter of the Southwest,” Coe says.
_painter — and proud of it
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T never leave (the Southwest), And I love all
animals.”

The desert is in Coe’s blood. A rare breed,
she is a fourth-generation Arizonan on both
sides of her family. Her great-grandparents
were medical missionaries to the Pima
Indians.

One of the reasons Coe has broadened her
geographical range in subject matter for this
shwlsthstsbe.ﬁslaadmgmppor‘t__mm

small, local ecological groups.
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zona Rainforest Al]lsme, PAWS (Preserve
Arizona Wolves, a group that is striving to
reintroduce the wolf back into Ari-
zona wilderness areas), Friends of Arizona
Rivers and Arizonans for Safety and Human-
ity on Public Lands. She has designed T-shirts
for PAWS and the Rainforest Alliance. b
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uence by the
Friends of Arizona Rivers, Another ]
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monsters destroying Adam. |

POMpOLS. A
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but joyous. My work is full of hope, asTamin
life." 4

Arizonans for Safety and Hmna.nlty on
Public Lands are working to have leghold
trapping outlawed. This is an issue dear to
Coe’s heart after Wolfy was caught in a leg-
hold trap from which it took 10 people to |
release her. i

In W’Mﬂoadlmmve Bad Dreams,
Wolfy sleeps on a crimson couch with all of
the elements of a canine nightmare surround-
ing her, from scorpions to snakes. At the base
of the sofa are two open leg-hold traps. |
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